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REVIEWS. 


including two appendices, the latter being devoted to the considera¬ 
tion of the study of the urine and heart murmurs. Among these 
fifteen headings are chapters dealing with the relations of the medi¬ 
cal examiner to the company which he serves and to the agents of 
the company, the examination of women, frauds and fraudulent 
practices, and several instructive mortality tables. 

In the chapter on “Personal History of Disease” the author dis¬ 
cusses seriatim the questions most common to the application 
blanks of the leading companies, and at the same time indicates the 
shades of meaning which the home offices require to be brought out 
by the examiners and the reasons therefor. There are other things 
than ability as diagnosticians required to make men successful life 
insurance examiners, and the interrelation of medicine, vital statis¬ 
tics, and business are most ably set forth by Dr. Symonds in this 
little work, which should prove a valuable guide to medical examiners 
throughout the country. J. N. H. 


International Clinics. Edited by A. O. J. Kelly, A.M., M.D., 

with various collaborators. Vol. IV., fourteenth series, 1905. 

Pp. 314. Philadelphia and London: J. B. Lippincott Company, 
1905. 

This volume commences with a very readable" article upon the 
excessive use of drugs in the treatment of chronic diseases in which 
especial reference is made to the medicinal intoxication by Hoyem, 
well known for his therapeutic work. It is needless to say that the 
untoward events described resulted from too little knowledge of, 
rather than too much zeal in, therapeutics. Javal suggests a very 
practical point, daily weighing, in giving the indications for the 
dechloridation treatment of anasarca in renal diseases. The value 
of radium is being ascertained for the same conditions for which 
the Roentgen rays but a few years ago were presented, and toward 
a conclusion Metzenbaum gives his observations. Lejan offers 
an unusual but instructive article on the treatment of .patients who 
seem desperately ill in consequence of accident, hemorrhage, or 
infection, fn medicine, Weber and Watson present a carefully 
observed instance of chronic polycythemia with enlarged spleen 
(Vaquez’s disease), which they believe to be a disease of the bone- 
marrow. Solis Cohen takes up the importance of pathological and 
of etiological diagnosis, illustrated by several instances of joint dis¬ 
ease, in a way that tends to clarify our knowledge and to greater 
exactness. Duckworth has reconsidered his former ideas, and now 
offers his more modern remarks on the “Incidence of Gout in the 
United States of America,” and broadens his thesis by adding “and 
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in new countries.” Senator gives us a later word as to the clinical 
significance of albumosuria. The “Differential Diagnosis of the 
General Endowments of the Liver,” by Crombie, is well written and 
replete with information. The “Causation and Diagnosis of Func¬ 
tional Heart Murmurs,” by Rudolf, reviews the various theories and 
offers some new explanations. Surgery is well represented by 
papers by Bradford, Townsend, Porter, Young, Lane, Bowlby, and 
Gallant. In gynecology, Lockhart; in neurology, Brower; and in 
pathology, Warthin and Craig give full measure of instructive and 
well-illustrated papers. Between the ephemeral literature of the 
weekly and the crystallized knowledge of the text-book, the better 
digested knowledge of the monthly and the more elaborate paper 
of the quarterly have their place. This volume is well worthy of 
preservation for future study. R. W. W. 


Appendicitis: Its History, Anatomy, Clinical Etiology, 
Pathology, Symptomatology, Diagnosis, Prognosis, Treat¬ 
ment, Technique of Operation, Complications, and Sequels. 
By John B. Deaver, M.D., Surgeon-in-Chief to the German 
Hospital, Philadelphia. Third edition, thoroughly revised and 
enlarged, containing 64 full-page plates, S of which are colored. 
Philadelphia: P. Blaldston’s Son & Co., 1905. 

The third edition of this work shows many changes and improve¬ 
ments over its predecessors. The portions on history and treat¬ 
ment have been carefully rewritten and forty-two new plates have 
been added, some of the older illustrations being withdrawn. Our 
ideas regarding appendicitis and its treatment have had to undergo 
so many changes in recent years that any book written four or five 
years ago must certainly be out of date, especially regarding treat¬ 
ment. . The chapter dealing with the History of Appendicitis has 
been rewritten for this edition by Dr. Astley P. C. Ashhurst, and is 
most interesting. To Hancock is given the credit of the first de¬ 
liberate laparotomy to open an appendicular abscess; this was done 
in 1848. The method di d not receive general acceptance until_ 
popularized later by Willard Parker. No mention is made of the 
early work of T. G. Morton in this field. 

The portion of the work dealing with the pathology has been 
rewritten by Dr. A. O. J. Kelly, and is based largely on a system¬ 
atic examination of 700 appendices removed by Deaver. This 
portion of the subject is thoroughly dealt with. 

The author’s personality is recognized in the latter half of the 
book, which deals with the clinical aspect of appendicitis. It is 
interesting to note certain changes in his attitude regarding the 



